Relationship to NFTs and Blockchain
SpinStream artifacts may optionally be associated with blockchain-based verification systems, but the system is intentionally designed so that the artifact itself does not depend on blockchain technology in order to exist.
This distinction is important.
Many NFT systems operate by creating a blockchain token that references a digital asset stored elsewhere. In these systems, the token functions as a pointer or representation of the work rather than the work itself.
A typical NFT architecture therefore follows this structure:
blockchain token
     ↓
metadata reference
     ↓
external asset storage
In this model the token represents the asset, but the asset itself may be stored on a platform or external storage network. If the referenced asset changes, disappears, or becomes inaccessible, the token may continue to exist while no longer representing the original work.
SpinStream artifacts reverse this relationship.
Instead of creating a token that references a work, the system generates a self-contained artifact container that includes the work, its presentation layer, and associated metadata.
Any blockchain record, if used, functions only as a verification layer rather than the primary object.
The structure therefore becomes:
artifact container
     ↓
optional verification token or ledger record
In this model the artifact itself remains the canonical representation of the work.
Blockchain entries, NFTs, or other verification records simply provide an additional mechanism for timestamping or authenticity verification.
Artifact-First Architecture
Because the artifact contains the work and its presentation state, it remains functional and viewable regardless of whether a blockchain record exists.
This architecture provides several advantages:
• the artifact does not depend on a particular blockchain platform
• the artifact can be hosted or archived anywhere
• verification mechanisms can evolve independently of the artifact itself
• the artifact remains usable even if verification systems change
The result is an artifact-first architecture, where the digital object itself is the primary representation of the work, and any tokens or ledger entries serve only as supporting verification mechanisms.
Addressing Limitations of Token-Based Systems
Token-based systems such as NFTs introduced the idea of digital provenance, but they often rely on external platforms to host and render the associated content.
SpinStream artifacts attempt to address this limitation by ensuring that the artifact itself contains the necessary components to render and describe the work independently.
In this sense, SpinStream artifacts can be viewed as self-contained digital objects whose existence does not depend on a token, while still allowing optional integration with token or ledger systems for verification.

“The Origin Artifact Concept.”
That’s the idea you described earlier — the artifact being created at the moment the work enters the world, which is actually one of the most unique aspects of SpinStream.

